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Cheers.

N

Oh yeah, Uragasumi does not disappoint.
HEFEY o IED Wi

| got karakuchi coz you like it.
A—=RT 4 VDleHICEOICLIEATL

But | still like Uragasumi.
HERFELFELETER

It's good.
ELRL W

| played it up
CRIRTEE>Br2chs

S0 now you can't say anything bad about it.
HEOBVWCEMBFARLBSIETL &

Yeah, | mean,
Sh

| don't really have anything bad to say.
WP THFIICEWC EZER S &IFLTHRWVEK

It's just, it's simple.
Yy IR > TR

| like it.
FELK

It's just a clean taste.
EoEDLickkoTT

Yeah. Normally like, the other karakuchi,
S h KEEMOFEODHAEIG

you have like too much of a bite for me.
BICIFE & o ERIEDRTEDITE

| like this one.
INFFERAE

Yeah.
Sh

These are my people.
INBXICAD

But anyways,
znt7c

we're going to be talking about a topic,
SHEIREYIE

which is how Americans or non-Asian people
think
FAYANEDTIT AU IEVWAN

Japanese people look when they wear their mask.
BAANYZ I LTE2DEHATESBSH

How they feel about face masks.
NAZIEHULTESRLU TS

Okay. So yeah,
Sh

like just going into face masks,
FITVYRTICDWTEZDDIE

This thing, | don't know, It's like drooping down.
BADINTH>TLS

Your presence is too powerful.
FA—RAT 14 VY DEFEENNTIILTET

It needs to bow down to you.
BHEELTBARL
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Bow to me, mic.
N7 &K BEFHELS |

But yeah, so | want to start off like
FNTEIRAIC

my first experience seeing

ENATIYRIDITTEANE

like just a person in public wearing a mask,
WO THIcREDFEZ LIcWATE

coz you never see this in the US.
FAYATRRNYRAIDFBANEL WL ER

Never. In fact, most places | would say like
€0 LAMHIOFDFIE

pre-COVID, most places
FEAEDZBFAT

you would not be allowed to enter the building
N R DFTI5BYAIC

if you're wearing a mask.
Ancinanosfc

Coz the idea is like,
£->7T

'What are you trying to hide?'
MARLT2D?) #AlcWcBbhsdh5Hh

Yeah, right.
Sh £5h

You know,
MEZIT K7

'Are you trying to rob us?'

'What's going on here?'
rEsnW>c &7 #reWngi

Yeah, yeah.
ShDh

So | remember when | was in high school,
EHhsaREDK

20 years ago now.
HS520FFIEIF E

Yeah, you old fart.
SAhELSA

What?
FUsnmwn

Yeah.
Sh

It's weird to say that.
EoTCTCERRKLT S

| don't want to say that.
W c<RW

| know.

PANANES

Like, I'm going to go off on a small tangent
S Z@mIAICA UBIRT 21T &

before | continue the story.

But like,

when was the 80s?
80FEMR>TWDRE-Tc?

The 80s was 40 years ago, man.
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BOFERIF40FHIE &

Dude, what the fuck? No, it's 20 years ago, man.
FUHD RN 205FHITZB ?

It will be 20 years ago forever for me.
BEIT & > TIIKIEIC205FRICREL B

Dude, right?
rE&n

Itis, yeah.
Sh

Yeah it's so funny
EoTa

when I'm like

'Oh the 70s were like 30 years.. No what?'
M7OERIFI0FRIC SWELR.APES)

Like Vietnam vets are like
RNNFLEFEOEANZEN

dying off of old age now.
MCELBE>TW>T%><T

What is going on?
ESWVWS2&?

Oh, it's such an uncomfortable truth.
EURKBWREL L

But you know
THSEHRST

| now

finally understand how my parents are feeling
EOPKHBHEOK[FHEN DN S

coz I'm getting to the age, you know?
EHZSWOIRICE->TEH 510

Yeah yeah.
ShDh

Oh man.
xo/<...

Anyways, so going back to my story
FHENTHEZRIT &

so | came here 20 years ago
204FRIIC BEEE LTI BICRT

as an exchange student, and

like back then like people in Japan
ZOETHHATIEYRA I ZDIFTEZADNT

still wore masks.

They were nowhere near as common as today
SIFERFRERLTRMN - IFER

but you still saw them.

And | remember like my first experience
zhT

| got on the subway in Osaka.
KERDITHKICES 5

And there was this woman wearing a mask.
HBIELENY RV EDIFTIAT

And | just remember
ZTNTRATZON

like turning to my friend and being like,
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ENREICAD > T

Whoa, look at the surgeon on our way to work.
B2 L BEHOARELK] > TEIch

Yeah, right.
o5&

And it's like thinking they look so ridiculous.
T EBIFTE2>TR->TRALR

Yeah.
Sh

You know,
THEZESVWSRAICB>TEIANZVWERS

and | think that's like a really common opinion.

Well, you know,
ENDTATIYRAIEDIFTTEAERCDIE

the first time that | ever saw someone wearing
those face masks outside was...

at U Dub,
DUV RNYKEES T

coz it was a Japanese student.

BARANDEZHEBERET

It was probably an exchange student

with her friend
REE—HREICN R ZDIFTIEALE

and the two of them were wearing face masks.

And | remember they walked past me
ZD2ADEETNES DS

and | just looked at them like,
EIFZDOANIBEZRT

'What did | just see?
IZF->TESDE?

Is this like a biohazard?
INA ANF— R ?

Are zombies going to come out somewhere?
VYETHHTLZDN?

Is there a viral outbreak?'
BRADTAIATERIT>TSD?

It was so weird for me.
STRUTIKEICES I

But then when | came to Japan
THEZNTHRITETHSIF

and then | saw everybody was wearing masks.
HRIEN AT DT TBEDNE S

People do wear masks more now than they did
LR MHCENMOFRTICBARICRIK LD

when | first got here 10 years ago.
SOAMNRIDIFTBAIEFEZWN

For sure.
5t

But still, it's like I've gotten used to it now.
ETNTHHSEIRFEN

Yeah, | have too.
Sh #EBHREK

I've gotten used to it,
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BnidEnkirs

but it still feels weird to me.
FNTHELE &> EBRREUNT S

There was a girl who graduated from my high
school
EFEOPREELcHDEREN

last year.

Well, actually last month, but last school year.

FEFEEVWSHERR

She graduated from my high school,

and | have taught her for six years.
ZTOEREICIIEROERBATCE AT E

Okay?

She never once came to school
YR %DIFTFICERICEKIEZ

without a mask on.

1EERDS fe At

Yeah.
Sh

Right?
n?

And | remember, you know,

Zh7Te

watching their class graduate last year,
ZDY ZADEETZDZRTT

and obviously no one was wearing a mask
URFREATRELYR IV EDIFTRVDITL

during graduation.

Parents want to take photos and stuff, right?
BENBEER-fh LicLWwh5h

Yeah.
Sh

And so everyone's standing up
FNTHABNILE EN ST

and you know,

finally, like, they call her name
REDARIDIFEENT

and she's going to receive her diploma,
BEHEERZ TINS5 & LTk

and I'm like,
Bn#E?, -T?

'Who is that?"

'What the hell is this?'
rZ?2?, 7T

Yeah.
Sh

And, like, the thing that really surprised me
FhicT LK Dh LD

is | found out she was half.
WahNIN\—TfE>fcoTT &

Yeah.
Sh

Right. You didn't know that from her
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NRAI7D2FTlebhhsznkia

just wearing the mask.

Taking off the mask changed her race.
NA7 &N LIS NBEYEDL > AT

Yeah.
Sh

And it was just like,
hs

'What the...? How? What?
MNE?2ESWScE&? 27

This is what you look like?'
ZO5WSREBRE 27D 7?1 o T

| was just so blown away.

FUTU-LKDOULT

| was like, | can't believe.
EFEUShBWEE-S T

And you know, it's like,
THEN->THEBHHIET

that's a real thing.

It's like
CHOBETYRAIUDIFTBEANERSE

when you see people here wearing masks,

it's like, you don't know what they look like.
EABELTZDDAH5EN

And you know,
ZnT

| guess maybe Japanese people
ZHBEARANFZESIZEZTHRVWERS IFE

don't think about that,

but Americans do.
FAYAANEUTIEZESREUS

Yeah.
Sh

So let's talk about how Americans find
Cedh PAYABDADNNYRZICHULT

face masks
ESB-oTHME

and when, If ever,
RIEUTNY RV EDITZDIEEABRELZRDOH

do people wear face masks
b ULLEFELDFHBRVDON

and what their mindset is about that?
ZFNICH T BRBMSEABEDNCDODWTEZES

So | think prior to COVID,
O &E1E

nobody in America outside of doctors
AU D TREERMNE

wore face masks.
NAVEDFBAEIWEDNSTZERD

Yeah, right.
Z5h

It was delegated to hospitals.
RBERRE > fc &1
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You'd see in hospitals, never outside.
WROATRS Z &N

So as an American,
EMs7XUAANELTIE

if you see somebody wearing a mask,
NRAV%ZDFT2NZER5 &

you kind of assume they're like medical staff.
ERRDANLEZSB>THALE» DAL

Yeah, right.
Z5KR

Right?
<UL <&

And then COVID hit
FhhsaarpBEsfalirE

and even then,
NnTH

| would still say most Americans are like,
FEAEDT XY AANIF

'Nah, I'm not doing a mask.'
IRAVIBATDIFHBWNWZE) >TRUE-SER

>

Here's the thing that was funny
ZZITHEBRVDES

because masks in America
TFAYATIEIYRIN

became a sign of oppression.
MEORBICTZ > ToATE

They did.

Like the government oppression.

B Ic L 2HER

They did. They absolutely did.
FUTESKR

Because sometimes | see people
E2TPZAIYNTNYRIDIFTBAN

wearing these masks in the States
RFRICRBITE

and a lot of people are like,
FNICHLTEZL DA

'Oh, look at that sheep just following the crowd.'
TB2LHBND HAABIKP>TENS5-T

'He's just following the government.'
BREDEWERDICKR>E»>TS &)

Or... kind of more on the opposite side,
H UL BRDAIEE I

they kind of fueled a
XA REWES | ERRI LT

culture war between people who...

| mean, we don't have to get in
EH IDFEIREO LB THVWWFE

too much about this,

but right around that same time,
Th ERKRHIC

there was the whole racial wars going on,
FAYATIEANEEFHcWRIRIRE 2 TL &
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| would say, in America,

with George Floyd and everything.
Va—yza4Ren

And so...
n7

there was an association with people
NRAVZNFBRWED A5 WS

who didn't wear masks, right?
It's like,

'Oh okay,
'$ & BHIIFECHBHEELR

you're just some selfish hillbilly.

You're some stupid racist,

INABNEEREREINS

so you're not wearing a mask.'
NRATDFTRWATE HlcWi

And so
EhsZDEE

it's like there was kind of like pushing

on both sides, right?
MEID S DEADG > e AT

There was like the anti-government crowd
RBREDAE &

and there was like the anti-social crowd?
REE?DANE?

| don't know how to describe it.

BATE >S5S RWNT E

Basically it was anti-establishment
BEI B REFHDTIL-TE&

and pro-establishment pretty much.
HRICBHB I —T>T T eleLt

Yeah right? And yeah,
Z€2%> ZNnT

So it's like
FNDTA) AT LK RERBRICEST

it became a real big

contention point

and | still think it is in the US.
STHENIHNTD EES

It's died down
EEBEWTETEWSIFE

but like

you know there was...
Ailc

back in the US, so like
FZAYHATIE..

to give a little bit of context,
FIERELT

like America is all about rights,

FRAUA>THREDZENT SKEETLL?

like civil rights, right?
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And the reason why there was so much push-
back
ENTES UTHARICRIADKRED > fehEWn

S&

is people thought if you force a mask mandate,
NA7z@hllics

you're infringing on my rights as an American.
PAVDANEUVLTOEN ZBHE>TDH T EICR

3

Like the government

BUAFIC & BN E D DIEIC

is not allowed to decide what | do with my body.
fA%Zd 2D ZRHDIEFETERNO>TNS

So we have to kind of
5k ROTEZADRENHZERS

take this back a little bit

and kind of go into the background of
FAYDZET XY DU IeDEEEDn

what made America America
EVWSHERICDWTH

because the whole founding of America
o TFRAYANTELDIE

was basically, you know,
HHEICES &

the British are oppressing us,
1FUABRMIELTT

the government is oppressing us.

And | remember there was

ENREZTEHDE

the original flag of the colonies
ER#OEN

was a coiled up snake that said,
NSRS EJ0L

'Don't tread on me."
FhNEBEHADIFZE) D TE>TBPIO2HRAR

Coz like, you can't get me.
ZTRBIETERVNE>THR

And so, and even the Bill of Rights,
EFIEHRENEEL ST

and the Constitution was made

so that government would not infringe

BRI AR DHER %

upon the rights of the people.
RETZIENBVLSICESNIERLL

So | would say,
EhsElcEbttnE

more conservative traditional Americans
ENSDERTFHLETAY DANEEE

are very sensitive

BRNBEDDAEE(C

with government intrusion in their life.
ZDIAATL B EICH L THBRGAT

Yes. Yeah.
Sh

And it's kind of like the whole founding of
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ETN>TTFAIVAD

the different political parties in the US
RER ENHEME EDDBEHED

between Democrats and Republicans.
TEcDBbZS5E52&REN

It was like
HMHEEWZIE

Republicans are very anti-big government
REKFDERDEL T

and Democrats are kind of more leaning towards
RERBREVWBFRFNICHE->TS

big government.

Right? But anyways, so yeah,
Fpelch<

so mask became this whole thing of like
NATH

people were saying
FAYAANE ULTOENZ

they're impeding on their rights as an American.
BFTBo>TZEIIEDIELT

And you know,
Z5 U v WA BIE

the other people were kind of

you're saying the opposite
REDZ &ExZEWHEHT

and it got to points where
END YRV ZMIFTHRNE

you weren't allowed inside businesses
FRICIFANTEA K H#TcWR

without a mask on.
EIBETIT>EPTehTE

You know, there's countless videos on YouTube of
YouTubelZ [&

people getting kicked out of Walmart,
N A7 D TIRWH 5 > TWalmarth 5

for example,
EWHENZADEEED K SAHD

for not wearing a mask.

Yeah, but then
Sh

people would use it as like a form of protest.
TncTEhzas

Like, 'Guys, look! Walmart is pro-establishment.
B2 & | WalmartidBF %= 35 L T

They're kicking me out
NAIDOFTRWASST

because I'm not wearing a mask.'
DT EBWHLRZ ) >THELEED

Yeah, yeah.
ShSh

And so there's all this huge tension around masks
EHSERAVICH LTI K EBRENG - o

where it's really almost kind of satrical..

—ATRAID
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Satrical?
FHEEEHMLLBEW?

Satirical? Satirical.
HHEHEZ I

Bouquet.
T—TDOHEEHR

Bouquet.
53 T—UbMEEATLLN

This is going to be a bloody joke
CDFvURILTWUDHKITS &

on this channel, man.

Anyways,
E)

I'm an English teacher.
BEREEDORELHS

| decide what the grammar is.
AIDIEL WHNSEDRD B AT

| decide the spelling.
P SaVIVESY e

To be honest,
1IFE

satrical does sound cooler to me than satirical,
FREZLEBZOAINEI I VWTFER

but yeah.

It's a little bit satrical. Okay.
ETNTRARBDIE?

It's a little bit satrical.
ZO5KRAILHR

But yeah, so...

During the exact same time,
NRZICBLTIY I8 ->T3DE

there's all this unrest

and back and forth between masks.
545 ERURFHIC

You come to Japan, nothing.
HATEELL AHEETRI -

Everyone's wearing masks.
HRIEIY AT DIFTS

Everyone's wearing masks.

No issues at all.
fAIDOEES <

It was like the government's like,
BRHYZAVICEELT

they didn't even really take a hard line on masks.

AICEBEFEREN > Icb i TH <

They're just like,
rerz

"Hey guys, | mean, if you go out,
FE—W BESANTIT IR

you should probably wear a mask.'
NRIDFeiE SN VnEBWET

That was the extent of the announcements
BENS IFZFDEEULNEDNAGI S
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from the government here.

So the big thing for me
#rlcg o<

that really showed me kind of...

made me think really,
EZIEoNnkDiF

which country is more free.
ES>BEDOEOANKLYDERIHZ M >TI &

Because America is land of the free,
EoT7XYAITEROEED

home of the brave,
BEEOWHENEDNTSITE

but they had lockdowns
Ay o5 & ->7zL

where people were getting arrested
ATIYZRIDHFTHVWDE > TRESNLD

for not wearing masks outside.

And in Japan,
—ABAAETE

they couldn't do that as a government
BN ZSESFRIFINZELSTH

Still, everyone followed.
HFRIFNES TTc

Yeah, it is kind of ironic.
Sh B &o2EFRRAMTEL

But yeah,

THZ

it's just so funny because

F<EBVELR

because of how soft of a stance
HABRNZZET

the Japanese government took during that time,
V7 NRIGER S TleDIC

but like everyone's still like,
AR > T

'Okay."
Mg—\\y BHIcWVa

Coz it's part of the culture.
Z50WSXEIEBH AR

You know what's funny though?
THHEWDRFE

So did you
N A7 DERAIC

you never went back to the States
PAVAIRBEULTHREWARL ST ?

during like the whole mask time?

No, my first time back was two years ago.
LTRW RYNCIF- DI 2 F/ITE L

Okay. So, | went back during,
ZoMMEIFOIOFE>RPIC

in the midst of COVID.
FAYRIIG> eI E

Dude, coming back from Japan
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IBET AR LTI <EHLLT

because they were really, really strict
about people coming back.

We were not allowed to leave our seats
7514 NREFEZ#ND N

for the whole plane ride going from America.
ElasnhTrlhl

That would be hell.
HE7E2 51

It was hell for me.
M 7ZE o7 &

How do you go to the bathroom?
RALIFESTZD?

You go to the bathroom,
N LIFTIFZTE

but you can't like move seats.
BEEaB8d 5 ENTERVAL

Even if the plane is empty,
BNRZEWTIz&ELTH

you had to stay in your seat, you know?
BODEEREICWRWLEWF W

That was really bad for me.
g EDh o

And, you know, we had a small baby at that time.

ZTORERLERFEREvALSTL

Yeah.
Sh

But anyway,
FHeloh<

so when | went to the States,
FPAYRICRTc&E

coz in the States,

there's no culture of wearing these masks,
HOETIENRY ZDITDEVNWSUENRLNS

so you would have people like

AHENRZ

take a piece of thin cloth

and just like wrap it around their face
BEOREDICEWNT

and go to Walmart like...
WalmartiT> T2 A &EHWT

'I'm wearing a mask that's very permeable.’
FEIFBNYRVTY) &EhE-TI

Or the one that South Park always commented
on,
South Park CTWDHE>T3

the diaper chins.
ALY R

Have you seen the South Park episode?
South Park®Z D[R &% 5 ?

No.
AN

So basically,
EIBICENE
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like something you always saw
LU XY HDENET

like in videos of America at that time

were people wearing masks,
NRVZDFT3IHE

but like they were pulled under
CZETTH2TEANELCNT

just like right there.

That was how we first met.
EsoHEWbZENE ek

Yeah.
Sh

Oh my god.
Fl7T2

Let me tell you about this asshole
DY BFHROFESET

when | met him, for the first time.
NHTEo>leEE

So being me, the typical American,
FEFHBNZT AV AANLEDS

| had my diaper chin going on.
ALYVFEZEP > TIALR

Which means that your mask was
DEODIYRINBZE>TRHEWL

not covering your nose and hardly your mouth.
A6IFEAEHE>TRI > TcAE &

There's more on your chin.
FHZ NIN—ULTBH W

And so Arthur, at the time was
FNTEDORT7Z—T—IX

temporarily working at my school,
—RRICEDERTEWTT

and | remember meeting him for the first time
TRICHIHTRD > TR > Ik

and | was pretty excited
EIFEBELUAICULTIALR

coz like, obviously,
2->7T

You weren't that excited.
FREBEUHADTIEETERWVWTL &

Well, | knew who you were.
THE7—T—DZEFHM->Ths S

Okay.
& »

So | watched your videos
ENEZ &L

and | was aware of who you are.
HIEHDBLICHI > Tleh 5

And so | was like,

'Oh man, this will be cool to meet this guy.'
FCOANCRZABIBATELH ] > TR

Oh man, that makes it even worse.
FULK BoERWEICEHIZE YD
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You know, so | was at my desk
FNTEIIEDDT ATICWT

and | was walking in the teacher's office
BEENZHSVTLS

and one of the teachers was talking with Arthur
INDFEN T —EELTRAL

at the time,

and was like,
LS

'Oh, Austin, hey, you should come meet Arthur.'
=74 | 7= —DWBLk, >TE5H
5

And so like | walked over there.
EFZ->BICHEWTITo AT

| just want to share my side of the story,
5&oERF>TEICHABESET

but yeah, I'll let you have the punchline, okay?
EORFOEDIELETHITENS

So | was walking into the school
ElFnRZzDk

and | had already spoken with Mr. T.
THRELBICEL I EH > TEARRITE

| think you know who I'm talking about
DI EN DD DB LN

if | say Mr. T.

And...
n7T

'| pity the fool.'
SRI=—T>THDEHEU v A

We'll go with that guy, Mr. T, gold chains.
WHDWRY T LADR

He didn't have gold chains,
FEDHDMLTIZRY 7 LRARBDFTRWFE

but he had a very prominent pin.
BioEYZDFTlc&

But anyways,
Ty elch<

he tried really hard
ZDANT < BBl

to assert his dominance over me.
BEOEMICIZIESEULTIRAL

And like saying,
ntTc

'Hey, you know, | kind of choose the rules here.
MENIL—ILZRDD

You know, I'm kind of like the big guy here.
ZZTRENMEVDS

You're going to kind of follow me.
EOZEZEITL

I'm not officially your superior,
‘e LTl ETiFBWnWireE

but you're going to listen to me."
EO2ERBDICLBK) AflcWix

And | wasn't having any of that.
BEENZZ T RN AR
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Coz here's the thing.
THSE

| don't like working in these kinds of
BEIEFZSWSTIL—TOFTE DN

group environments.
BEWRATL

Coz someone is always trying to be on the top
o THMWDBEAICIIESELT

and trying to dominate everyone.
HABZREDELSETEH 50

| don't like that.
FnhgEn

So | thought,
ZnTc

'Oh crap. If that's how it's going to be,
TFUNK ZS5VWSREUES

I'm going to find my way to the top
CoBER>TIHRBERCENWS BT

as soon as possible.'
BALICEDFED TP S,

| was in that mode when | met you.
STWSE—RICA-TIRAR

So here's me.

—7AACRIFR

Here's where I'm coming from.
ESWSERE>fehenS &

| had a lazy day coz all the classes were canceled

ZOHEEDN2EFrEILlEnNTY->KDHLT
<

and | was just getting back from lunch.
LE&DETVYFNLROTET

So | was feeling really comfortable.
REICBSUTAT

And then all of a sudden
ZFU5ZEARS

| get called over to talk to this guy.
COANEFELTH>THIENRTE

It's like,

'Oh yeah, look, that's Arthur
'3 IU ConnectD 7—H—U v A |

from the IU Connect guy.

All right, cool. Let's let's go see him.'
KUBRELELS ) »TRST

And we meet and the very first thing
Z I TG > TRAICEDNIEON

we locked eye contact,

and you looked over and it's like,

'Hey man, can you pull your mask up?'
MaNYRIZEFTINS?,

| said,
E:S)

"You need to pull your mask over your nose.'
TBOLERTYRI LT BRWE) 2 TES e
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Yeah.
Sh

| was just like, 'Who the fuck is this guy?'
L TWD) 2 TR T2

So here's... Okay, coz | was like,
f£oT&

'Oh crap, is this...
MPEWN > TR AL

Coz you're taller than me, first of all, okay?
EITEIOENEVNS

So I'm like,
TMrTAHTEWEPDAULTKADN?

'Okay,
is this guy going to try to pull the same crap
that Mr. T was pulling on me?

| need to make sure | make...
STEMLT TETREFRE

| need to set the tone of this relationship.’
CITRE-EDIEENRWVWE] > TROEALE

Dude, you're going by prison rules.

RIFSERD K

It's like, 'No, I'm not going to get r***d.
Lo 73N 3HIIC

I'm going to do the r**ing first.'
oOBENEICLoTT B HlcWigE

Dude, I'm telling you, though, like...
WPTHZ

in group dynamics like that,
Z5WSHICBEEDYIL—7DF T

especially with men,

it always gets annoying like that.
WOBHZSWSENBRUICKES

But | just remember | was like,
THER

'Hey man, put your mask up.’
542NV ARIZEICEIFT) o TEo 2l

r£&

Yeah. So like for the first day
Sh EhsHBF

| was like, this guy's just a jerk, man.
CDOANRIEED> TR

This guy sucks.

And then we went to lunch one of those times
THEZFDHIVFICIT>T

and we ended up being friends.
REIC>T&H

Yeah. We ended up being friends after that.
Sh ERIFREICK T

But yeah
EHpTH

going back to like the whole diaper chin thing,
ALYVEEDFEICRS &

right?
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A lot of Americans wore that
TFAYDANDEZL [FFNEP>TITE

and it was like,

it was kind of this ridiculous thing
ENoTHERITIEL LR

coz it's like on one hand
£-o7T

you have this mask mandate in many places
Z<DBATIYRIMEEHLT

where you would get kicked out of places
DI ThRh>eSEBVWHESNTIED LiciF &

for not having a mask.

But it was also acceptable to have the diaper chin
ALYVEREFEFEINTIOLTE

and it's just like,
Zhs

'What are we doing here?'
TZ?2fmMch?,

Yeah, there's no point in that.
Sh BEZWELR

Or there was
HEF

this picture of like a school band or something,
FRONYREWSNA—TZARZD

school orchestra,
EENH-T

and the people that were playing the flute,

TZIL—hZRWT B ARED

they had like holes cut out of their masks.
NAT 2L DIRWTTAT

No.
FUONK

It is a real photo, man.
KEOEELK

Oh my god, man.
FUOMK

So they were wearing masks,
EMEXYRVEDFTRIFE

but there was a hole cut out
FNMNENTT

so that they could like play the flute
DIFfeERFT7IL—KD

while they had the mask on.
WIFDLSICHE>TATAR

Yeah.
ZFORATE

That reminds me of,
FnTRWHLETE

there was a video | saw of,
& BHE TEHEDBGASKE - fohvik

| think it was this woman politician,

| don't know who she was,
HONDDSRWTE

but she had a mask on
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ZFDONFRRVZDFTALEITE

and she got pulled aside by a reporter
EENSEICIFEINT

to like comment on something.
fAIMIXY hERDENT

And | just remember like
ZITRENFET > TRl

when it was her turn to speak,

she just grabbed her mask like this and talked.
NAV %5282 ULTELUVBDIAL

And it was just like,
Thbdas

'What are you doing?' Yeah.
MY >TAD?; > TWSH

So, long story short,
EOSRERICVWS &

too long, didn't read TLDR,

Americans don't know how to wear masks.
FPAYANINY AT DT HZDH > TEWN

It's not part of our culture.
D & AVEF-ANAVIIZY o

But so why do you think it is that
THERBATTZ A DA

American people feel so weird
HEAANYZR I DT TE2DZEHT

when they see Japanese people wearing masks.
HBABRICHEERBRUNTDARLERS?

Okay, so I'm glad you brought that up because
ZDEMZEIR>T<NTEM >

other than the fact
IR T BREEHINED 2 EDIEFHIC

that we just view sicknesses differently

than Japanese people,

| think...
E22)

Actually, | don't think this is unique
T XV AL IF U BRWERD

to American culture.

I'm going to go ahead and say

FF DAL DH - T

this is unique to Western culture in general.
EoTHLWLWERS

Facial expressions

BEORIBE

and seeing someone's face during a conversation

SFEPICHEFOEZRZ &N

is extremely important in Western culture.

PEXETEHDT K EE

Yeah.
Sh

So during conversations,
SFEHIC

something that's very different
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FFEAEATREGES DR

between Western conversations
and Japanese conversations is

it's considered rude in Western culture
FEETIFFE LU THE

to not look somebody in the eye
BZRBWZ EHRILICET 2

when you're talking to them.

Right?
TL&?

And when | say look at them in the eye,
BZzR%->TWS>0H

Obviously like we're making eye contact
HEZATAAVEI T MEEBITE

but that includes your face, right?
BE2RERZ - TIETHHDALR

So a lot of Americans
ZL DT AY AN

when they're looking at someone in the eye

BFOEZRBK

what they're really doing is

ESENES

they're looking at their eyes
HzR7icD

maybe their eyebrows
BEZRD

their nose..
Ex8kD

Yeah, yeah.
Z5h

And it's like
B SREEZFHN>TDHAL LR

you're just kind of reading someone's face

as a whole

to kind of like, you know
znt7c

gauge their opinions on stuff
BHFOBRRZRUE-7D

and you know
RisERRD

to see how they're reacting to things

and to share connections on things, right?
BENDERUREDT S

Whereas in Japanese culture,
—ATHARDXETIE

people still make eye contact,
PAAVE T MNMER-TH

but it's also very common for people to talk
BEWEEMICESIBRWT

indirectly to each other,

kind of look away and have a conversation.
BZ®5UTRFELLEDTS
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I'll tell you where you really see this
INHELL D2 DN

isin TV shows.
TLEEET

And obviously
bLE2ATLETIE

people are kind of hamming it up on TV shows
hamitupLTKRIFSIc LD T B E

to be more dramatic.

What does that mean, 'hamming it up'?
hamitup> TES WS ERK?

I've heard this phrase a couple times.
fAEAEWZEHBITE

| don't know what it means.
BEREASBWATL

It means like being cheesy
ZoIEVWERU &M

or kind of like overly dramatic.
RIFSBRU->TI LK

Overly dramatic, okay.
RiFE-oTZehn B3EFE

Ham it up.
Ham it upta

Yeah. Really? You don't know what that means?
Sh RHBICHSEMN>TcD?

| mean,
EFrEWN = EEH-T

so I've heard it before

and | could kind of guess from it.
BAERSFRIIRTELITE

But okay, just to tell you.
TbS

So when | first moved to the States
E10RLL SVWTHHTT AU BICE| > U Tk

around the time when | was 10 years old.

| remember my mom used the word 'corny'
BRTADYIH Tcorny> TEEBEZEE> TS

for the first time that | remember.
'Oh, that's so corny.'

And | was asking everybody around me,
BDDAHAIRIC

'What does corny mean?'
Tcorny> TESWSEK?) > TEHWTRAR

And no one could explain it to me.
THHOLEPAETATERLST

| was thinking about it for like a year
ToOLREDELETECSWVLT

and then | finally got it.
Vo CEBETER

Yeah. Like, you know,
Sh

it comes from the term
nlE
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like calling someone a ham.
THWDIEINLRE) HEWBRTL—ADNERTT

Yeah. 'He's a ham.'
HHdhHdLh

Right?
BkE LT

Where this is like

he's kind of like a,
FDAD

not really a pig,
BRlc> TRU»BWF E

but like a comedian
AXFTAT7VEVNSD

or just a not serious person.
HEDBERC»BRNK D%

Yeah. Yeah.
SOk

Right?
n

Anyways, so they ham it up on TV, but
nTt 7L ETEhamitupLTT?

Yeah, so,
HHED

but like

I'll tell you where | really noticed this recently
FNTRET LK KDV

It's not unique to the show,

FOEMICR-fcZ & Up W E

but | was watching Shogun and
Y&, 285

a lot of the women,
BN

when they're talking to like their husbands
BT AICETREED

or like talking in like, you know,
RAN AR TRE I e

kind of like a serious situation,

the woman will be like,

'Yes.
'Z5h

Let me tell you about,
IREEYDICDODWTHRELLEL & D)

you know,

all the betrayals that you should make.'

And they're just kind of like
HTcWIE ToBEWEED FRAT

talking this way,

even though their husband's like right there.
BBREAFI-BICVNBEDIC

Yeah.
Sh

And it's, you know, men do this too.
FHEHEDPYRITER
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Like, you know,
Bz 1E

when a guy's talking to his boss here,
LFRAICETEEED

like he'll look down.
TEmWEhd3TU&

You know?

Yeah.
Sh

So, people are already used to
ED5Y TICHARTIRRERIC

not really looking at someone's face
HBFOEZRLGWIEITBNTBATL

in Japanese culture

when they're talking with somebody.

So | feel like
EhoEs

that's not the reason why
FNHN RV ITIEABWEBH E FE DBV E

Japanese people are more comfortable with
masks,

but | definitely think that influences why
FPXAUANEDEFRHZWVEHICIE

they're more comfortable than Americans.
EXMBERL T2 ERDS

Yeah, you know,
Sh

It's funny because when we had dinner,

SoEYBAI

we were talking about

how college wasn't that useful.
RENZARICERGED >Tc> TRELTIFE

But there's this one lesson
—DAREDRETREALEILET

from one of these classes in college

that | use all the time.
WOHFE-TZZENH-T

And | think I've even talked about it here,
FHANCHRERULIEIEHDERSITE

but | took a nonverbal communication class.
FESEIAZI2=/r—yavoiR¥ET

And the guy was saying that
BIENE > T O

for Japanese people,
HEAICE>TIE

the locus of emotion
RBEERIEITDDIETEBAILST

where people express emotions is in the eyes.

That's why the emojis like
EHSEXFTIE

it's always a straight line for the mouth,
ANVWDHESHELT

but the eyes are like very expressive.
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HOATKRRLTS

Oh, interesting. Okay.
B3FE EEW

Whereas in the West,
— A TEETIE

the locus of emotion is in the mouth.
AdDATRIEZRIET S

And so that's why
EHS5BIEVWDOE2DDET

our emojis are just two dots

with like a smile face,
Oy RRATE

you know parentheses.

And so when you cover someone's face
EhsHATROZELTS

when you cover someone's mouth in Japan,

you still have their eyes.
BNRZ5H5

You can see their emotions.
RBIEN M BT E

But in the States when you cover their mouth,
ZAYUATIEAOZRET &

it's like you're covering their emotions.
RENRZ G BoE®S

You can't read them anymore.

You know,

ZDFEH>EPHEAVR

it's so interesting that you brought that up

because | was just listening to somebody
2o TERIAHEMD

talking about

They were talking about culture norms in Japan

BADXALRMREICDWTELTT

and how wearing sunglasses is kind of...
YIS RZDFBE

It's not necessarily frowned upon,
BENSNZ > TRU»RRWTE

but at the same time,

it's kind of cringy in Japanese culture.
FHHATEE L&MWV EWVWSH

It's like
Ay dDFTAD?,

'Okay, what are you, just trying to be cool? '

That kind of thing.
AW UICR D

So that's interesting.
ENhSEHBWRER STk

Yeah. It's funny because | remember one time...
Sh —DRIXT20H

| remember | went to a business meeting.
2016 < 5WV\WD T > LRl

This is way back in 2016.
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FRICHEEOS—FT o VT 18

| went to a business meeting at a school

and rijicho of the school,
EROBERNNT

basically it was supposed to be a meeting
ZORERFIERTYZ 707 7LD

where | was going to present this program

| was going to do for the school.
TLEYETZ>TVWS LB >TRRARITE

But he ended up just talking for 30 minutes.
TEREERN3072 < 5WVWEE UK T

And after a while,
LiEs< uries

he asked a question to everyone in the room
FZlCWe NfeBICfAMERZ LicA T

and no one answered.
FURSHERELBLT

And | was thinking,
TNZRTER

'What the heck?
Mafrean?

You just asked everyone a question.
HAIRICER LD

No one's giving a response.'
HERBELTRWO A 2 TRORZALEIFE

But what | noticed
FITERIOVWeDH

was that they were communicating with their eyes
Eo5lFETRELTIe>TZET

whether they agreed or they disagreed.
BRI RNHIZE TIATIcAT

Yeah.
Sh

And like sending that information.
B TBRZL AT

Whereas in the States it'd be like,
FNDT A HAEo5

'‘Come on, you're not saying anything.'
TBVWEWBATHAEELRBVWATL,

Like
27T

'Guys, come on.
et

| asked you a question.
BEUARNSEZZLK o2 THD

Freaking respond.'

Yeah. But people communicate this way.
THEFOIPo>TCAZI 25—V a3 VB> TBARE

So that's why it makes more sense.
EhebdyIIRDir%z Ll

'Don't cover your eyes with sunglasses.'
BN H206EBTESLN0

But yeah,
FHTH
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so whenever that nugget of information...
FD5E &> & ULIBEHRD...

By the way, like | told you,
BRMC ES2FEolcL DIl Thix

| got it from a nonverbal communication class.
FEEIAI =T —Ya VORETREARAET
e

| hope he's not watching.
BENINETHRVNEVWWTE

| hope he never watches,

but he was the most awkward
BIESETH > BEIOHPTC—FIILET

noncommunicative teacher I've ever met
ECEBRWRUDALE AL

in my life.

But | got this nugget from his class.
FHTHIDHHBIEIBZATHS A

Arthur, you just didn't understand
77— —DEHAEL T

the sign language of nonverbal communication
HAZBOIESFEIZI2=7—ya>vo

he was giving off, it was in Japanese.
ESZEEL TR REITTL &

Oh, sorry. Yeah.
Z3h THAIEEI W

| don't speak Japanese sign language.
HEDPDEhh5E0N

Yeah, exactly.
TL&?

Okay.
Sh

Oh, man.
HHbHD

So was there anything else
ENCANENWT EHB?

that you want to share on this?

| think this is a good spot to end it on.
CDLTEDZDNE LS EVNERS

Yeah, we have a live soon anyway, so.
Sh 3591 TEREDH D LN

We do.
Sh

Yeah, I'll see you next time.
U » &R[EH

See you, man.
INAINA



